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Community Service Learning (CSL) Mini-Grants for Geriatrics
Request for Application (RFA) Details and Instructions

The Center for Medical Humanities & Ethics announces targeted funding for a limited number of designated service learning projects in the area of primary care geriatrics.  The goal of these projects will be to strengthen community service learning in caring for older adults and to inspire a greater number of health professionals to consider careers that serve the growing population of our nation’s elderly.  According to the American Geriatrics Society1, our country is facing a critical shortage of geriatricians, with an estimated 50 percent decline in providers over the next 25 years, while at the same time the number of adults age 65 or older will nearly double to 70 million by 2030.

An estimated 30 percent of persons age 65 and older have difficulty with mobility2.  Projects that focus on the effect of mobility impairment on health status of the elderly are especially encouraged to apply.  

1  http://www.americangeriatrics.org/about_us/who_we_are/faq_fact_sheet/
2  Nordstrom, CK.  Socioeconomic position and incident mobility impairment in the Cardiovascular Health Study.  BMC Geriatrics 2007, 7:11.

Application Process
1. Applications must be submitted online at:  http://www.texashumanities.org/minigrant_application.cfm  
2. The project must have a faculty mentor employed by the UT Health Science Center San Antonio.  The mentor’s letter of support is required at the time of application submission and should be sent by email to csl@uthscsa.edu
3. The project must have a community partner.  The community partner’s letter of support is required at the time of application submission and should be sent by email to csl@uthscsa.edu
4. Proposals will be reviewed by Health Science Center faculty using the rubric found at:  http://www.texashumanities.org/cslminigrants.cfm
5. Awardees will be notified by email.

Deadlines
Applications are due by 5pm September 15, 2010.  Late applications will not be accepted.
Results will be announced by October 1, 2010.



Proposal Considerations
Projects must have a designated student leader, a faculty mentor, and a community partner.  Students and faculty may be from any of the five schools of the UT Health Science Center San Antonio.

Note:  If the proposed project involves human subjects research, it is the responsibility of the student applicant and faculty mentor to obtain IRB approval.

Community Partner
A community organization that serves senior citizens must be identified in the proposal as the community partner.  This could be a clinic, nursing home, senior center, church, or other place where senior citizens may be receptive to health-related services.  The community partner should have considerable input into the proposal, and there should be evidence that the proposal clearly meets a community expressed need.

Outcomes & Evaluation
Monitoring and evaluation strategies for the outcomes of your intervention should be clearly stated in the proposal.  At the time of award, the student leader and mentor will be required to have a meeting with the Center for Medical Humanities & Ethics to discuss outcomes reporting and grant management requirements. 

Presentation / Dissemination
Under mentor guidance, the student leader will be expected to create and present a poster for the Health Science Center’s Annual CSL Conference, tentatively scheduled for April 7, 2011.  March deadlines for poster abstract and poster submission will be announced at a later date.  Presentation at the CSL Conference is a mandatory condition for receipt of the award.  Students are also encouraged to present their projects outside of the Health Science Center.  Therefore, the grant proposal budget may include travel and meeting registration expenses for the student and faculty mentor if the project is to be presented at a regional/national meeting or conference.

Timeline
The project timeline should be clearly stated in the proposal.  Include time for needs assessment, evaluation, and reflection.  Please note that projects must be completed in time for presentation at the Annual CSL Conference (described above) in early April 2011.  

Budget
Creation of a budget for the project is mandatory for the proposal.  Please disregard the $500 amount on the online application, which only applies to our other mini-grant programs.  Include itemized costs and justification.   

The $3,000 award will be equally split between the student leader and the faculty mentor.  The student leader must submit a budget for $1,500.  Allowable expenses for the budget should primarily consist of project supplies, but may include mileage reimbursement to the project site ($0.50 per mile), conference registration fees or travel expenses, if appropriate.  The student must submit monthly mileage documentation and original receipts to the Center for Medical Humanities & Ethics for reimbursement within 30 days of purchase.  Final receipts must be turned in no later than May 1, 2011.  

The faculty mentor will receive a $1,500 CSL faculty mentor award, which may be used for project costs and associated conference travel costs.  The faculty will receive the full mentor award after grant award notification through an interdepartmental transfer.   


Grant and project related inquiries can be directed to:
Melanie Stone, csl@uthscsa.edu ,210-567-0523.
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