MEDICINE THROUGH LITERATURE

MEDI 7004

MS IV COURSE SYLLABUS

A Note on the Readings: 

Seven of the fourteen assigned stories are included in Best American Short Stories of the Century, ed. Updike and Kenison (Houghton Mifflin 1999) which is available in paperback.  These stories are marked (UA) in the syllabus.  A number of the stories are available on the Internet or will be posted on Blackboard.  It is your responsibility to locate the assigned stories.  Bring copies of the stories with you to class.

Block 1: 

Wednesday, September 15, 5:30-7:00 p.m. 

Readings:
Jean Stafford, “The Interior Castle” (UA)



E.B.White, “The Second Tree from the Corner” (UA)



Lorrie Moore, “People Like That Are the Only People Here:



  Canonical Babbling in Peed Onk” (from Birds of America)

Block 2: 

Wednesday, October 13, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

Readings: 
Leo Tolstoy, “The Death of Ivan Ilych”



Thom Jones, “I Want to Live” (UA)

Block 3: 

Wednesday, November 17, 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Readings:
Ernest Hemingway, “Hills Like White Elephants”



John Cheever, “The Country Husband” (UA)



Sandra Cisneros, “Woman Hollering Creek”

Block 4:

Wednesday, January 20, 5:30-7:30 p.m.  

Readings: 
James Alan McPherson, “Gold Coast” (UA)



Ethan Canin, “We Are Nighttime Travelers” (from Emperor of the Air)

Block 5: 

Wednesday, February 16, 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Readings: 
Jack London, “To Build A Fire”



Susan Sontag, “The Way We Live Now” (UA)

Block 6: 


Wednesday, March 23, 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Readings: 
Raymond Carver, “A Small, Good Thing” from Where I’m Calling From:




New and Selected Stories”



Alice Elliot Dark, “In the Gloaming” (UA)

Make-up Class:

Wednesday, April 13, 2011, 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Assignment TBA

MEDICINE THROUGH LITERATURE: MEDI 7004-MS IV Longitudinal Elective


Maximum number of students: 30

Course Description

In this course we will concentrate on the short story.  While some of the stories directly address medical or ethical issues, the primary purpose of the course is not to enhance your store of knowledge in these areas but to promote your appreciation of these works---through discussions with other students (on-line via Blackboard and in class) and, on occasion, with special lecturers.  There will be six class meetings as well as some special events.  Your own contributions to the course---not just the insights you’ve gained as medical students but the wisdom you bring to the class as human beings---will be critical to its success.  We hope that the readings will help you prepare for and process your clinical experiences, furthering your development as a person as well as a physician.  There will be no “right” or “wrong” answers in this course; rather, our goal is to encourage thoughtful and serious responses to the readings and a lively and fulfilling conversation about them and the issues they raise.

Course Director:

Dr. Ruth Berggren, Director, Center for Medical Humanities and Ethics

Instructors:

Jerald Winakur, M.D., Clinical Professor of Medicine, UTHSCSA, Associate Faculty, 

Center for Medical Humanities and Ethics, practicing internist and geriatrician

            jwinakur@aol.com

Lee Robinson, J.D., Associate Faculty, Center for Medical Humanities and Ethics


leemrob9@aol.com

Credit

MS IV students will receive two credits for completion of this course.

Grading

Grading for MS IV students will be A, B or Fail. 

To receive a grade of A, you must read all assignments, attend at least 5 of the 6 class meetings, post 6 primary responses and at least 4 secondary responses.

To receive a grade of B, you must read all assignments and attend at least 4 of the 6 class meetings.  In addition, you must post a primary response (see below) to at least one on-line discussion question for at least 5 of the 6 texts, and at least 3 secondary responses.

NOTE:  A MAKE-UP CLASS WILL BE HELD IN APRIL, 2011, FOR THOSE STUDENTS WHO NEED THIS EXTRA CLASS SESSION TO COMPLETE THE ABOVE REQUIREMENTS FOR A SATISFACTORY GRADE!

Primary responses: a 1000-word response as discussed below.  Primary responses must be posted on the course website no later than 5 days prior to the class meeting.  NO ATTACHMENTS, PLEASE!  Cut and paste into Blackboard.  
Secondary responses, of 500 words, to a primary response most be posted at least 48 hours before the class meeting.  AGAIN, NO ATTACHMENTS!

IN ADDITION:  We expect all students to know something about the authors whose works we read.  We ask that you take the time to research his or her background to the extent that you can contribute to a class discussion of each writer with information to include general biography, the “school” in which the writer falls, unusual background material that contributes to our understanding of the writer’s stance or the assigned story, and anything unique or interesting that caught your fancy as you did your research.  We will call on students in class to share this information.

WHAT DO WE WRITE ABOUT?


The Primary Response:

In each Block we will read two short stories.  Here are some questions to be thinking about as you read the stories. We include these questions in order to inspire your responses, not to limit them.  Always use specific references to the text as you frame your responses.

--Is there a central theme common to these two stories?  How do the authors deal with this theme?  Was one more successful than the other?  Why?

--In a successful short story, the main character or “protagonist” usually undergoes some sort of a change or transformation—even if it is a very subtle one.  Did this happen?  How? 

--Were you personally moved by this story or stories?  In what way?  How did this story resonate with you own personal story?

--Often a story will provide a reader with an important perspective or insight into another world, or another way of viewing the world.  Did this happen to you as you read one or both of these stories?  How?  What insight did you gain?  Was one story more successful than the other in this regard?  Why?

--As a doctor-to-be you may have been reminded of a professional encounter you may have had.  Describe this.  What did you learn from this story that may help you do a better job in the future?  What seemed real to you in the work—or unreal?  Why?

--Sometimes a story moves us in some way we cannot explain.  If you are so moved, try to articulate what it was and why.  The plot?  The character?  The situation?  The descriptive power of the language?  Something else?  

--Perhaps the story reminded you of something else you have read, perhaps a film you have seen.  Describe what this was like and be prepared to provide a copy of any written materials to your classmates via handouts or on Blackboard.

--What historical or social issues do the stories address?  What are the similarities and differences in the way the authors treat these issues.


The Secondary Response:

--Choose one of your classmates’ primary responses.  Pick one that moves you or resonates with you in some way.  You may agree with what he or she wrote.  You may vehemently disagree.  Your secondary response should articulate why.  Or you may want to pick up on something you read in that primary response and expand on it, or explore it further, or take it in a different direction altogether.

BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS BOTH YOUR PRIMARY AND SECONDARY RESPONSES IN CLASS.  Bring a hard copy in with you.  Dr. Winakur and Ms. Robinson will read all of your responses and will use your answers to guide our in-class discussions and will call on you for your input.

NOTE:  FOR TECHNICAL ISSUES REGARDING BLACKBOARD, SCHEDULING, REGISTRAR QUESTIONS, FINAL GRADES, ETC., PLEASE CONTACT AMANDA EVRARD AT THE CENTER FOR MEDICAL HUMANITIES AND ETHICS.  (Evrard@uthscsa.edu)

