CODE RED: THE CRITICAL CONDITION OF HEALTH IN TEXAS
is the result of an 18-month study by a task force organized to address issues
of access to health care and health insurance in Texas. The task force was
sponsored by the 10 major academic health centers in the state with the
intent of providing a high-quality analysis for policy makers, interested
groups and organizations and the public. Members of the task force were
19 individuals selected for their expertise and perspective on the issue of
indigent health care in Texas. Since Texas has the highest rate of uninsured
people in the nation, the report’s findings are already having a considerable

impact as state leadership deals with the impending crisis.

KENNETH I. SHINE, M.D.

is Executive Vice Chancellor for Health Affairs at the
U.T. System and responsible for the six University of
Texas System health components and their aggregate
operating budgets. A cardiologist and physiologist, Dr.
Shine is the former president of the Institute of Medicine,
where he addressed important issues in medicine and

health care, such as quality of care and patient safety,

nutrition, food safety and child development. Dr. Shine
is also Professor Emeritus of Medicine at the University of California, Los
Angeles School of Medicine, and former Dean and Provost for Medical
Sciences at UCLA. He received his bachelor’s degree from Harvard University
and his M.D. from Harvard Medical School.
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